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truth, "Whate'er is best administered is best."
What that government is, be it an absolute mon-
archy, an aristocracy, a plutocracy, an oligarchy, or
a democracy, which secures to the citizen the largest
measure of individual liberty of action, the right to
freely work out his own destiny, at no peril save
that arising from the natural consequences of his own
conduct, is the best, for that particular society. The
first necessary condition of any society is peace, and
this must be secured at all hazards. If it can be had
only under the rule of a despot at the head of armed
men, that government is the best, for it is the only
possible one; but it is a tyranny. It is the reign
not of Order, but of Force. The domination of an
oligarchy may be no better, for it is still a tyranny,
but that may be the best for the particular society.
But be it ever remembered that whoever has power
over his fellow-men will use it in part at least for his
own purposes, and the misery he thus brings upon
those beneath him is the ordered penalty inflicted
upon those who fail to prove themselves worthy of
liberty. Nor does the oligarch wholly fail to render
a public service. The feudal baron asserted posses-
sion over all the land, compelled his serfs and
retainers to cultivate the soil, took from them the
whole product of their labour save enough to support
life, and compelled them to shed their blood in his pri-
vate quarrels; but he defended them against all other
injury and secured for them no inconsiderable amount
of peace and happiness. And what would have been
the result, had he anticipated the justice and charity
of Howard, and measured out to every toiler the